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Women’s Community Revitalization Project Looks to Increase Supply 
of Affordable Housing in Point Breeze 

WCRP to partner with CATCH to construct Mamie Nichols Townhomes for families, and veterans 
on currently vacant land   

 

(Philadelphia) – The Philadelphia Vacant Property Review Committee authorized or approved the 
transfer of two parcels in the city’s Point Breeze neighborhood today to the Women’s Community 
Revitalization Project (WCRP), a developer of homes for low-income women and their families.  
 
Following the completion of the transfer, WCRP announced a partnership with Citizens Acting Together 
Can Help (CATCH), a long-time community member in Point Breeze and established provider of  
supportive housing for disabled veterans and others with special needs, to build the Mamie Nichols 
Townhomes on the sites – a  community  of apartments and townhomes for families and veterans. 
 
“Philadelphia’s supply of affordable housing is severely strained, particularly in places like Point Breeze,” 
said WCRP Executive Director Nora Lichtash. “We forget that our city is home to over 400,000 
individuals living below the poverty line. That portion of the population alone would rank among the 
nation’s 50 largest cities. This project reflects our belief that people who are committed and invested in 
their communities should not be pushed out because of their income-level and a lack of affordable 
options.”    
 
Plans are still being fully developed but the project partners say they are looking to build roughly 30 one 
to three bedroom homes on the currently vacant sites. Kramer+Marks Architects have been contracted 
to design the two to three story townhomes to fit in with the surrounding neighborhood’s architecture.  
 
Typical amenities will include washers and dryers, central air conditioning, a full complement of kitchen 
appliances, private patios/outdoor space and security features. Once complete the apartments and 
townhomes will be made available to rent for qualified low-income families, with a significant number 
dedicated specifically for veterans. 
 
“We’ve been on the ground in Point Breeze for a very long time,” said Raymond Pescatore, President 
and CEO of CATCH. “Even casual observers can see how fast things are changing. This project is about 
uniting new and old residents to create a healthy, diverse community for everyone, regardless of their 
income level. We’re also particularly excited about dedicating a portion for our veterans, who deserve a 
place to live after serving our country.”   
 
Point Breeze has experienced the steepest rise in rental prices of any Philadelphia neighborhood over 
the last two years. A recent report from the Central Philadelphia Development Corp. and Center City 
District found that per square foot costs increased by 17 percent between 2013 and 2014.  

http://centercityphila.org/docs/CCR15_housing.pdf
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In response to the increasing market pressure, the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority and 2nd 
District Councilman Kenyatta Johnson set aside the sites for affordable development for families, as well 
as men and women who are veterans with special needs. 
 
“This development will provide affordable housing opportunities for low-income renters, who are 
particularly vulnerable when area rents rise sharply, said Councilman Johnson. “We must continue to 
work to advance smart development policies that establish Point Breeze as a neighborhood of choice for 
everyone.” 
 
The development will be named in honor of the founder and executive director of the Point Breeze 
Federation, Mamie Nichols, whose work dating back to the 1960s has been credited with the 
revitalization of the South Philadelphia neighborhood. Nichols passed away in 2009 at age 91. 
 
CATCH and WCRP will soon begin going door to door in the local area to personally discuss their plans 
with community members.  
 
Over the last 28 years, WCRP has completed 12 developments in Philadelphia totaling 250 units 
representing $65 million dollars of investment. The nonprofit builds and operates affordable housing 
developments from start to finish, including finding sites to managing the construction and making sure 
that the families who live there become part of strong and vibrant communities.  
 
“The community can rest assured that WCRP will be a responsible landlord and a good neighbor,” 
Lichtash said. “We’re excited to be in a position to encourage equitable community development in 
Point Breeze. Our City needs to develop more plans that include people of all income levels in the future 
of our neighborhoods.” 
 
The vacant properties are located at 1308-1344 South Capitol Street and 1400-1428 South Taylor Street 
in South Philadelphia. WCRP will submit a full proposal to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency 
(PHFA) on March 4, 2016. 
 
About WCRP 
The Women’s Community Revitalization Project (WCRP) is committed to social and economic equity for 
low-income families, developing housing; providing supportive services, advocating for policy change 
and honoring leadership, dignity, and justice in our communities. Learn more at www.wcrpphila.org. 
 
About CATCH 
CATCH --- Citizens Acting Together Can Help -- has been a cornerstone and anchor in the South 
Philadelphia community since 1979. As a well-established and credentialed provider of Community 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Services, CATCH has an ongoing responsibility to serve 
and to enhance the community at large. Today, Families, Business, Community Leaders, Employees and 
Consumers are all part of a community network of specialized medical care. Learn more at 
www.catchinc.com.  
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